HOLMWOOD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 15 JANUARY 2026

Present: Mr Keith Carter Chairman
Mrs Mary Mansell
Mr Ian Fairbrother
Mrs Rachel Snook
Mr Robert Jordan
Mr Peter High
Mrs Jan Russell Parish Clerk

In attendance: District Councillor Rosemary Hobbs

Apologies: Mr James Afford

1. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 27
NOVEMBER 2025.

The Council agreed the minutes of the Full Parish Council meeting to be a true representation
of the meeting and were approved by all Councillors. Proposed by Councillor Jordan and
seconded by Councillor Snook. The minutes were signed by the Chair.

2. MATTERS ARISING FROM 27 NOVEMBER 2025.

National Trust

Councillor Mansell mentioned the area within the railings of the Vanderbilt memorial had still
not been cut back. The Clerk will bring this to the attention of the National Trust and ask for
the work to be carried out.

Underpass

The underpass had been cleared of fallen acorns and was no longer hazardous o pedestrians.

3. VILLAGE HALL.

The Chairman confirmed that the Trustees had acknowledged the letter from the Parish
Council regarding the necessity for an audit and agreed to have this undertaken. A further
meeting of the Trustees has been arranged for 27 January 2026. The Chair and Councillor
High will attend to represent the Parish Council.

Councillors were reminded that invoices had still not been issued to the Parish Council for the
use of the village hall.

4. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

e MO/2019/1641 - Carpel House, Horsham Road, South Holmwood. Importation of
material to increase level to unused land to create benefit and to cover exposed sewer
pipe. Refused by Mole Valley District Council. Appeal Lodged. Mole Valley and Holmwood
Parish Council responded to PINS. REFUSED (AND DISMISSED ON APPEAL). PINS
appeal and submission.

e MO/2025/0521 - Holly and Laurel, Horsham Road, South Holmwood. Erection of 3
terrace houses. Refused.

e MO/2025/02499 - 6 Buckingham Road, South Holmwood. Loft conversation with
insertion of rear dormer. Approved.



e MO/2025/02548 - Redlands Lodge, Redlands, South Holmwood. Removal of chimney.
Refused.

5. PLAYGROUND:

An inspection had taken place week beginning Monday 12 January 2026. Once the report is
received it will be circulated to all Councillors.

The Chairman mentioned that the area under the cradle swings could need resurfacing in the
future.

The bench in the playground which had been vandalised has been reported fo the Police and a
Crime Number issued. Councillors discussed whether a claim should be made under the
insurance policy. A decision will be made once the Council is made aware of the insurance excess
and a cost fo repair the bench is obtained.

6. SOUTH AND MID HOLMWOOD MAGAZINE:

The Chairman confirmed that the first issue of the magazine had been printed and the second
issue is currently being prepared. Councillors were asked to forward any news-worth items
that could be included in time for the next issue.

7. PROPOSAL FOR INSTALLATION OF CHRISTMAS TREE:

The Chairman put forward the suggestion to decorate the fir tree on the corner of Norfolk
Road during the Christmas season. Lights would be problematic as there was no electrical
power source, but outdoor decorations could be used.

Councillors Mansell and Snook both put forward objections. The position of the tree, on the
corner of a T junction, could distract motorists and cause an accident. Decorations could also
invite vandalism. It was agreed it was not possible to position a Christmas tree in a different
location, as all adjacent land belongs to the National Trust.

After a show of hands, it was decided to put the idea on hold for the time being.

8. FINANCE

(i) Financial Statement and bank reconciliation

The budget analysis was circulated to all Councillors, showing the invoices passed for payment
since the November meeting and balances of the Parish Council's bank accounts up to 15 January
2026.

Balance Unity Trust Current Account £3,074.20

Balance Unity Trust Reserve Account £13,094.02

Councillors were remined that the £3,057.82 VAT refund had been received.

(ii) Payments Passed for Payment:
There were no outstanding invoices to pass for payment.

9. SET DATE FOR NEXT MEETING
The Council will meet again on 19 March 2026 at 7:00pm.

10. CORRESPONDENCE:

o District Councillor Hobbs gave the Councillors information relating to the Community
Governance Review which had been discussed at Mole Valley District Council's
Extraordinary meeting on Tuesday 13 January 2026. The Review indicated boundary
changes for the Parish of South Holmwood to include Mid and North Holmwood.



e The handle of the defibrillator case outside the Village Hall is not locking properly.
Councillor High agreed to try and repair it.



