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HOLMWOOD PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19 MARCH 2026 

 

 

Present: Mr Keith Carter  Chairman  

  Mr James Afford  Vice-Chair 

Mrs Mary Mansell 

Mr Ian Fairbrother 

Mrs Rachel Snook 

Mr Peter High 

  Mrs Jan Russell  Parish Clerk 

 

Apologies: Mr Robert Jordan 
 

1. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 15 JANUARY 

2026. 

The Council agreed the minutes of the Full Parish Council meeting to be a true representation 

of the meeting and were approved by all Councillors.  Proposed by Councillor Mansell and 

seconded by Councillor Snook.  The minutes were signed by the Chair. 

 

2. MATTERS ARISING FROM 15 JANUARY 2026. 

National Trust 

The area within the railings of the Vanderbilt memorial remains overgrown.  The Clerk will again 

notify the National Trust ranger and ask for the work to be carried out.   

 
3.  VILLAGE HALL. 

The Chairman confirmed that he and Councillor High had met with the Trustees on the 27 

January 2026.  An auditor has now been appointed, and the audit of the Village Hall accounts 

is taking place.  The audit will include the last and current financial years.  

Councillors were advised that invoices had still not been issued to the Parish Council for the 

use of the village hall. 

Councillors were advised that there is a problem with waste from the sink in the bar area of 

the Club.  This copper pipework has been encased in cement, causing the pipework to corrode.  

Corrective works will need to be carried out to rectify the problem.  

 

4.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

• MO/2019/1641 – Carpel House, Horsham Road, South Holmwood.  Importation of 

material to increase level to unused land to create benefit and to cover exposed sewer pipe.  

Refused by Mole Valley District Council.  Appeal Lodged.  Mole Valley and Holmwood Parish 

Council responded to PINS.  REFUSED (AND DISMISSED ON APPEAL).  PINS appeal and 

submission. 

• MO/2026/00084 - Redlands Lodge, Redlands, South Holmwood.  Creation of a swimming 

pool.  Approved with Conditions. 

• MO/2026/00198 – Scammells Corner, Red Lane, South Holmwood.  Permission in 

Principle for the proposed erection of 3 No. barn style dwellings together with associated 

access and landscaping.  Out for Consultation. 

• MO/2026/00230 – Hadleigh, Horsham Road, Beare Green.  Demolition of existing two-

storey building and associated workshop. The erection of a freestanding 
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restaurant/takeaway with drive thru facility, car parking, landscaping and associated works, 

including Customer Order Displays.  Out for Consultation. 

• MO/2026/00258 – 43 Warwick Close, South Holmwood.  Prior notification for the 

erection of a single storey rear extension of 3.40 metres deep and 3.85 metres high with 

a height to the eaves of 2.35 metres.  Out for Consultation. 

Councillors were reminded that letters of objection from the Parish Council have been 

forwarded to Mole Valley District Council Planning Department regarding applications 

MO/2026/00198 and MO/2026/00230. 

 

5. PLAYGROUND: 

Playground Inspection Report 

The inspection of the playground had taken undertaken by Sovereign on Monday 12 January 

2026 and the report circulated to all Councillors. 

No safety issues have been identified.  However, it was documented that weeds have started 

to grow in the pit underneath the trampoline.  It was agreed that Wicksteed would be 

contacted and asked to provide a quote for the removal of the weeds.  

Repairs to Damaged Bench 

A verbal quotation to repair the damaged bench in the playground has been received.  The 

approximate cost of the work will be £400.  This includes using some of the original timber 

and replacing new supports.  All Councillors approved the quotation.  The Chair agreed to 

confirm the works and obtain a written quotation. 

 
6. DEVOLUTION AND PROPOSAL TO ENLARGE HOLMWOOD PARISH COUNCIL: 

The Chairman reminded Councillors that elections to the shadow unitary councils will take place 

on 07 May 2026.  The shadow unitary authority will exist alongside district and borough 

councils from May 2026 until May 2027.  From April 2027 Surrey’s current twelve councils will 

be replaced by two new unitary councils, creating a simpler system for delivering all local 

government services across the county. 

Councillors were reminded that it had been discussed and proposed at the Community 

Governance Review that the parish boundary be extended to encompass the entire of the 

Holmwoods area, including Mid, South and North Holmwood.  This extension had been put out 

to consultation in two stages.  The Chairman confirmed that having taken responses into 

consideration a final recommendation had been made not to extend the current parish border, 

leaving South Holmwood with its original boundary.  

 

7. WAR MEMORIAL FLAGPOLE: 

The Chairman informed Councillors that the locking mechanism at the base of the flagpole had 

been damaged.  This prevents raising and lowering the flag.  The cost of replacing the flagpole 

would be expensive and could be unnecessary if just the locking mechanism need to be replaced.  

It was unanimously agreed to purchase the new lock in the first instance at a cost of 

approximately £65.  The Chairman and Councillor High agreed to carry out the repairs. 

Depending on the condition of the flag when it is lowered, it might be necessary to purchase a 

replacement.  

 

8.  REVIEW OF INTERNAL AUDIT CONTRACT CHARGES: 

Councillors were advised that the current internal audit contract with Mulberry Local 

Authority Services Ltd is due to expire at the end of this financial year.  However, the current 

contract covers the year-end internal audit work for the Parish Council due to take place 27 

April.  The Parish Council is being offered the opportunity to renew the contract with Mulberry 



3 

LAS, and a quotation for the 2026/27 financial year had been received and circulated.  The 

contract offers a one or three-year engagement period, with the hourly rates fixed throughout 

the chosen term.   

The audit focuses on governance and accountability, including procedural aspects such as 

Financial Regulations, Standing Orders, risk assessments, internal control systems, and policies 

and also financial matters, including verification of the Annual Governance and Accountability 

Return (AGAR) and all supporting documentation for submission to external auditors. 

The costs for an internal audit for the financial year commencing 1 April 2026 will be £80 per 

hour + VAT and travel cost billed at the standard HMRC rate of 45p per mile with no charges 

for travel time. 

The Councillors unanimously agreed to accept a new three-year engagement.  The Clerk will 

inform Mulberry LAS of the Parish Council’s decision. 

 

9.  FINANCE 

(i) Financial Statement and bank reconciliation  

The budget analysis was circulated to all Councillors, showing the invoices passed for payment 

since the January 2026 meeting and balances of the Parish Council’s bank accounts up to 19 

March 2026. 

Balance Unity Trust Current Account £2,517.57 

Balance Unity Trust Reserve Account £13,047.02 

 

(ii) Payments Made since January 2026 meeting: 

Invoice No Payee Amount Purpose 

2667 Clovers Maintenance £554.63 Grounds Maintenance 

 Unity Trust Bank £6.00 Bank Charges 

 Unity Trust Bank £6.00 Bank Charges 

Direct Debit ICO £47.00 Data Protection 

 

(iii) Invoices to be Passed for Payment: 

Invoice No Payee Amount Purpose 

 J Russell £2,249.80 Clerk’s Half Year salary 

 HMRC £624.20 Clerk’s Income Tax 

 J Russell £75.00 Expenses 

 

9.  SET DATE FOR NEXT MEETING 

The Council will meet again on 14 May 2026 at 7:00pm. 

 


