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HOLMWOOD PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY MEETING 

HELD ON 14 May 2026 AT HOLMWOOD VILLAGE HALL 

 

Present: Mr Keith Carter  Chairman 

  Mrs Rachel Snook  Vice Chair 

Mrs Mary Mansell 

  Mr Ian Fairbrother 

  Mrs Jan Russell  Parish Clerk 

 

Apologies: Parish Councillors Mr Robert Jordan and Mr Peter High. 

 

In attendance: District Councillor Claire Malcomson and NT Ranger Judith Ressler. 

 

1. Minutes of the meeting held on 15 May 2025 were signed at the meeting held on 03 July 

2025.  

 

2. Chairman’s Report  

The good order of Council’s finances has been maintained and verified by the auditors. Precept 

for the coming year has been maintained at £12,500.  This is still expected to cover the costs 

of running the Council and the activities undertaken on behalf of the residents.  

 

The following paragraph is unchanged from the previous year’s report which indicates no 

progress on behalf of MVDC in resolving the matter of Carpel House Planning Enforcements.  

The Council are continuing to press MVDC for a resolution.  

 

Planning applications have continued to be reviewed by Council and any comments passed to 

Mole Valley District Council (MVDC) for their consideration.  The question of the Carpel House 

rejected planning application by MVDC and the subsequent appeal refusal has continued to take 

up Council time. This is entirely in the hands of the MVDC Enforcement Team.  A further year 

has passed with no progress to resolve this issue which is still causing upset to local residents.  

 

The Council has continued as Managing Agents of the Village Hall although the Trustees have 

taken on more of the responsibility of its running. Maintenance continues to be the main outlay 

for costs, control of which is undertaken by the Trustees.  The larger items undertaken include 

the repair to the floor in the bar area; non-slip stair material added.  The Council has had a 

representative attending Trustee meetings and demanded an audit of the Hall finances takes 

place.  The results of this audit are still awaited from the trustees.  

 

The Children’s Playground continues to be in the care of Council, and we have continued to have 

the area and equipment professionally inspected for safety and wear and tear.  One of the 

bench seats had been vandalised but has since been repaired.  We have had various discussions 

with the National Trust, who owns the land the playpark is on.  We have agreed the wording of 

a licence for the Council to use the Playpark Area.  They had requested that the Parish Council 

assumed responsibility for the safety of the trees in the playpark area.  This is clearly their 

responsibility as landowners, and they were reminded of this.  
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Other areas in the care of the Council includes the Memorial and Flagpole, the latter of which 

has been repaired following damage by high winds during the winter.  

 

The National Trust also removed the iconic Marker Tree, opposite the playpark, for alleged 

safety reasons.  No-one was informed beforehand and many, including the Council, were 

appalled by this action.  The National Trust were informed of the general displeasure of the 

destruction of this historic feature of South Holmwood.  

 

The installation of Average Speed Cameras has been finalised along the stretch of the A24 

through South Holmwood.  It is considered that this has improved safety by reducing the 

excess speeding which has occurred in the past.  Additional speed awareness has been 

requested of Surrey Highways by way of appropriate signage in the village. Grass cutting and 

maintenance of hedges etc, in the village, has been undertaken on behalf of the Council by 

Clover Grounds Maintenance.  Their contract has been renewed for the coming year.  

 

One Newsletter was produced this year.  We are currently including the Parish Council news in 

the bi-monthly Village Magazine.  

 

We were honoured by the Surrey Association of Local Councils (SALC), who had chosen one of 

our Councillors, Mrs Mary Mansell, to attend a Kings Royal Garden Party.  Councillor Mansell 

was the sole representative for the whole of the Surrey Local Councils and had been chosen on 

merit.  Mary enjoyed her day at the garden party and well-deserved this honour.  

 

Due to the devolution of local powers proposed by the central government and the introduction 

of two unitary councils to replace Surrey Council, it was proposed to enlarge South Holmwood 

Parish to include Mid and North Holmwood.  All constituents in the areas were asked to vote 

on this proposal, but it was rejected by the majority.  The Parish Council agrees with the 

decision to abandon this proposal.  

 

Les Lester resigned as councillor this year, we thank him for his support of the Council 

throughout his tenure.  Peter High has been co-opted as a councillor in his place.  

 

As Chair, I would like to express my thanks to all councillors and the clerk for their support 

throughout the year enabling this Council to run its business smoothly and efficiently. 

 

3. Questions from the Floor 

None 

 


