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HOLMWOOD PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 16 JULY 2026 

 

 

Present: Mr Keith Carter  Chairman  

  Mrs Rachel Snook  Vice-Chair 

Mrs Mary Mansell 

Mr Ian Fairbrother 

Mr Robert Jordan 

Mr Peter High 

  Mrs Jan Russell  Parish Clerk 

 

In Attendance: District Councillor Claire Malcomson 

 

Apologies: District Councillor Rosemary Hobbs 

 

1. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 14 MAY 

2026. 

The Council agreed the minutes of the Full Parish Council meeting to be a true representation 

of the meeting and were approved by all Councillors.  Proposed by Councillor Mrs Snook and 

seconded by Councillor Mrs Mansell.  The minutes were signed by the Chair. 

 

2. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL STATUTORY MEETING HELD ON 14 

MAY 2026. 

The Council agreed the minutes of the Annual Statutory meeting to be a true representation 

of the meeting and were approved by all Councillors.  Proposed by Councillor Mr Fairbrother 

and seconded by Councillor Mrs Snook.  The minutes were signed by the Chair. 

 

3. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL STATUTORY ASSEMBLY HELD ON 14 

MAY 2026. 

The Council agreed the minutes of the Annual Assembly to be a true representation of the 

meeting and were approved by all Councillors.  Proposed by Councillor Mr High and seconded by 

Councillor Mr Fairbrother.  The minutes were signed by the Chair. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM 14 MAY 2026. 

National Trust 

The area within the railings of the Vanderbilt memorial has now been cleared. 

 
5.  VILLAGE HALL. 

The Chairman confirmed that audit had been undertaken and the accounts finalised.  The audit 

covers receipts and payments for the year ending 31 March 2026 and gave comparative figures 

for the year ended 31 March 2025.  Councillors Mansell pointed out that the Parish Council had 

still not been invoiced for the use of the hall for meetings.   

The Club will be closed for one week from Monday 20 July 2026 for repairs to the floor in the 

bar area to be carried out. 

Councillor Fairbrother mentioned that the extractor fans in the hall had been used during the 

Veterans Annual Taxi Day event but was unsure if the fans were working properly and asked if 

was known when the fans were last serviced.  Enquiries will be made.  Councillor Fairbrother 

mentioned that 45 taxis brought 240 veterans to Holmwood for the annual event. 
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6.  CASUAL VACANCY. 

To date there have been no applications for this vacancy.  It was agreed the vacancy should be 

re-run in the next edition of the Parish magazine and advertised within the Village Hall and 

Club. 

 

7.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

• MO/2019/1641 – Carpel House, Horsham Road, South Holmwood.  Importation of 

material to increase level to unused land to create benefit and to cover exposed sewer 

pipe.  Refused by Mole Valley District Council.  Appeal Lodged.  Mole Valley and Holmwood 

Parish Council responded to PINS.  REFUSED (AND DISMISSED ON APPEAL).  PINS 

appeal and submission. 

• MO/2026/007539 – 9 Moorfield, Mill Road, South Holmwood.  Tree felling consent.  

Approved.  

• MO/2026/00230 – Hadleigh, Horsham Road, Beare Green.  Demolition of existing 

two-storey building and associated workshop. The erection of a freestanding 

restaurant/takeaway with drive thru facility, car parking, landscaping and associated 

works, including Customer Order Displays.  Out for Consultation. 

• MO/2026/00753 – Land at the front of 9 Moorfield, Mill Road, South Holmwood.  The 

removal of the epicormic growth from ground level to approximately 3 metres up the trunk 

around the base of the lime tree. The purpose of these works is to allow a clear inspection 

of the trunk base and root flare area as part of our ongoing tree health assessment and 

to check for any signs of decay, fungal activity, or structural defects.  Out for 

Consultation. 

• MO/2026/00599 - 43 Warwick Close, South Holmwood.  Demolition of existing 

conservatory and erection of a single storey rear extension.  Out for Consultation. 

• MO/2026/00648 – Nelson Cottage, Mill Road, South Holmwood.  Demolition of existing 

outbuildings and erection of a 2-bay oak framed garage.  Out for Consultation. 

District Councillor Malcomson addressed the meeting, reading out a communication she had 

received regarding MO/2019/1641 - Carpel House, Horsham Road, South Holmwood. 

On 3 March 2026 two planning enforcement officers met the landowner on site and were given 

access to the land.  There is one planning enforcement notice affecting the land at this time, 

Notice 2022/0016/ENF for the stationing of a mobile home.  Notice 2019/0399/ENF being 

found a nullity by the Planning Inspector.  The legal question as to whether a new Notice can 

be issued in a substantially similar form given the passage of time remains.  The Courts may 

find against the Council and that any matters listed on the new Notice are immune by reason 

of time. 

No evidence was found on 3 March 2026 that waste materials were being brought onto and 

stored on the Land and no recent reports have been received in respect of the same.  There is 

a pile of timber at the far eastern end of the Land described as material collected for a bonfire 

and arising from the Land; I have no evidence to question this.  The passage of time has meant 

the height of the raised ground level will have settled as the land has compacted since the date 

of the surgery; this area is now grassed.  The area of hard surfacing shown on the Enforcement 

Notice has been reduced.  The material inside the yellow outlined area on the Enforcement 

Notice visible on the July 2022 Google Earth image had been cleared by the date of the visit. 

No evidence has been found of a commercial use of the Land.  Building materials (roof tiles, 

bricks, timber sleepers) were visible in the area around the shipping containers.  We were told 
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these were for building work the landowner intends doing on the Land and have no evidence to 

question this, he wants to extend his house and has had a temporary roof cover on part of this 

since at least 2021 (Google Earth).  Once the position regarding the house has been resolved, 

the stored building material would be addressed. 

Officers are currently seeking to arrange a further visit to the Land and engagement with the 

landowner. 

 

8. PLAYGROUND: 

The Chairman informed the Councillors that he had received quotes for the purchase and 

installation of a Zip Wire in the playground.  Wicksteed was the most competitive price at 

approximately £12,000.00.  The purchase will be included on the agenda for the September 

meeting for Councillors to discuss and decide. 

The over-grown area under the trampoline has unfortunately been overlooked but will be 

addressed with the Wicksteed area manager. 

 

9. GRANT APPLICATION POLICY AND PROCEDURE: 

The Councillors were asked to consider adopting a Grant Application Policy and Procedure to 

ensure that any applications for grants in the future are treated equally and transparently.  

The policy had been circulated to all Councillors, and it was agreed this will be an agenda item 

for the September meeting. 

 

10.  FINANCE 

(i) Bank reconciliations showing brought forward and month end balances on both accounts for 

May and June 2026 were signed by the Chairman. 

 

(ii) Financial Statement and bank reconciliation  

The budget analysis was circulated to all Councillors, showing the invoices passed for payment 

since the May 2026 meeting, outstanding invoices and balances of the Parish Council’s bank 

accounts up to 16 July 2026. 

Bank reconciliations showing brought forward and month end balances on both accounts for 

May and June 2026 was signed by the Chairman. 

Balance Unity Trust Current Account £142.66 

Balance Unity Trust Reserve Account £16,745.24.  Both balances at 1 July 2026. 

 

It was unanimously agreed that Councillors Mrs Snook should be registered as an authorised 

signatory for the bank accounts and arrangements will be made with Unity Trust. 

 

(iii) Payments Made since May 2026 meeting: 

Invoice No Payee Amount Purpose 

2816 Clovers £630.86 Ground maintenance 

 Zurich  £542.37 Insurance 

 Unity Trust £7.00 Bank standing charge 

 

(vi) Invoices to be Passed for Payment at this meeting: 

Invoice No Payee Amount Purpose 

 Parish Magazine £75.00 Bi-monthly donation (2) 

2845 Clovers £630.86 Ground maintenance 

 J Russell  £285.05 Website reimbursement 
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11. MATTERS AT DISCRETION OF CHAIRMAN FOR NOTE OR INCLUSION ON A FUTURE 

AGENDA: 

The National Trust will be contacted and asked to cut back the vegetation on the corner of 

Betchets Green Road, from the A24.  The sight lines are being obstructed, and this is a safety 

issue for both drivers and pedestrians. 

Surrey County Council Highways will be contacted and asked to reposition the Give Way sign 

at the top of Mill Road.  It has been moved and the instruction/wording is not visible. 

 

12.  SET DATE FOR NEXT MEETING 

The Council will meet again on 17 September 2026 at 7:00pm. 

 


